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Timy Baranoff Elementary 
12009 Buckingham Gate Road 

Austin, TX 78748 
www.baranoffschool.org 

Follow us on Twitter 
@BaranoffSchool 

Baranoff Buffalo Newsletter 
November 2018 “Trail Blazers of the Future”   

 
FROM THE  

Principal 
Megan Counihan 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Ø Nov. 7th-8th- Golden Spoon- 
stage closed for lunch 

Ø Nov. 9~Coats for Kids Kick Off 

Ø Nov. 12 ~ Student Council 
Installations @ 8:00 am in café  

Ø Nov. 13 ~ SEL Parent 
Workshop @ 6:30 pm 

Ø Nov. 16 ~ Lockdown Drill 

Ø Nov. 19-23rd ~ Thanksgiving 
Break (school closed)  

Ø Nov. 26~CAC meeting 3:10 pm 

Dear Buffalo Parents, 

The FUN RUN (PTA/Principal Fundraiser) was a huge success and 
we truly appreciate all of your support to help us raise funds.  As of today, we 
have raised about $57,500 (final totals are not yet in). The money raised will: 
1) pay for our five lunch monitors so we have appropriate supervision for 
students during lunch; 2) fund our STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts, and Math) program; 3) fund part of our Stampeding 
Reading and Math program; 4) allow us to purchase literacy resources for 
students. 

I am thankful to be a part of the Baranoff community (this is my 11th 
year) and am blessed to work with wonderful children, strong educators, and 
compassionate parents each day. By working together, we make this a great 
place for kids to learn. As a large school, there can be challenges for us as a 
community of learners as we continue to refine our systems and programs to 
ensure we address our changing needs (IE: funding lunch monitors). 

More importantly, we want everyone at Baranoff to feel they have 
effective lines of communication in place. The teaching staff provides, at 
minimum, a monthly newsletter. Some grade levels choose to communicate 
information via their teacher/grade level website. Either way, you should get 
communication from your child’s teacher/grade level about areas of study, 
upcoming events, and things to know. Teachers also utilize daily folders and 
the BDR for two-way communication with parents. This communication is 
often focused on behavioral concerns, academic notes, or general reminders. 

As the Principal, I provide weekly electronic communication 
(Thursday Eblasts) for parents that include announcements, reminders, and 
list upcoming school events. There is also a monthly school wide newsletter, 
which includes news from key support staff (Art, Music, PE, Library, and 
Counselors). We have an active website and twitter account. 

While we would like to think our communication is clear, the reality is 
it isn’t always. When parents have any questions about academics or 
behavior, or any other issue that occurs with your child, it is vital that you go 
to the source as quickly as possible to seek clarification. When your child 
shares something, or you are just not sure, please follow the mantra “when in 
doubt, ask to find out”. All Baranoff staff appreciates your involvement and 
wants to be able to have the opportunity to talk any concerns over with you. 
We want to ensure that miscommunication, misunderstandings, or 
misinformation is addressed before a small thing grows into a bigger 
problem. We sincerely appreciate your partnership and commitment to 
ensure each child succeeds. 

Megan Counihan ~ Proud Principal of Timy Baranoff 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 



 
 

We are finishing up our fall Fitness unit. In a few 
weeks our younger students will be introduced to 
the concept of continuously dribbling a ball and all 
of us will work toward dribbling under control.  

Also, this month we will learn how substance 
abuse negatively affects the human body.  In 
addition, our friend, Mr. Bones, will return to our 
bulletin board because we will begin studying 
bones of the human body. To get a head start on 
this concept, study guides can be found at 
www.baranoffwellness.weebly.com under the 
Study Resources tab. 

 

Athletic footwear is required in Wellness for your 
child’s safety and academic success.  

If you are not clear on which days your child 
attends Wellness, please take a look at our 
website www.baranoffwellness.weebly.com for 
the Shoe Calendar as well as other information.  

FYI: Your children are participating daily in the 
MarathonKids program accumulating mileage on 
the track during W.O.W. time so athletic shoes 
are appropriate every day at elementary school. 

Be well - The Wellness Department 

P.S. please follow @BaranoffWelllness on twitter 
to keep in touch! 
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Art in Action 
Kindergarten has finished their latest work of art, a "linear 
landscape" painting. After display, these will be graded and 
sent home. Next we will learn about geometric shapes and will 
create a robot with cut paper.	
 	
First graders explored the art of Reggie Laurent and 
completed a work of art modeled after his geometric/freeform 
style. Now, we're working on a Kandinsky tree landscape. Our 
next project will be studying color mixing in order to create 
cupcake paintings.	
 	
Second graders will create a geometric cityscape using 
collage techniques and coordinated colors to create interesting 
buildings on a painted warm or cool sky background. Next, 
students will do a project that explores color value to paint ice 
cream cones. 
 	
Third graders are using intermediate colors to create a 
portrait. In a separate project, we'll use drawing and coloring to 
create geometric and freeform shapes for a James Rizzi style 
city. Students will animate their buildings, using personification 
to make a fun cityscape. 
 	
Fourth graders finished learning about contour line using a 
shoe of their choice as the subject. We've moved on to looking 
at the art of New Zealand painter Raewyn Harris. Students will 
work to create geometric and freeform shapes to enhance the 
flow and beauty of the koru, a spiral shape based on the 
unfurling silver fern frond of the ponga plant. We'll use 
watercolor pencil and watercolor on illustrations to add the feel 
of nature and the natural environment. 	
 
Fifth graders are focusing on skill building, incorporating line, 
value, and movement to draw a hand adorned with one or 
more flowing ribbons. Next, they’ll use proportion to create a 
human figure. Fifth grade will also be the first this school year 
to work on their clay project. Creating, drying, firing, glazing, 
and firing again will take some time to complete!  
	
We want to give a huge thank you to those able to participate in 
our yearly art fundraiser. Participation in this fundraiser is optional 
but greatly appreciated. The money we make goes toward 
enhancing our art program at Baranoff Elementary. 

Is your 3rd, 4th, or 5th grade child interested in entering the Austin Energy Regional Science 
Festival in February?  If so, please visit http://sciencefest.org/, as it is never too early to start 
planning. 

Baranoff does not have a school wide science fair so this would be a great opportunity if you have 
a budding scientist! At our campus, each January, all classrooms participate in a class science 
project and those science experiments are displayed at our school wide STEM night in February.  
When you access the Austin Energy Regional Science Festival homepage, please view the 
Elementary FAQ and parents/students pages for required forms and information. 

SCIENCE FESTIVAL INFORMATION 

WE ARE WELLNESS 
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Scholastic Book Fair 
Thank you Baranoff family for a very successful book fair. Our total sales were over $21,800. That entitled 
us to a cash profit of $5,400 for books, technology, and supplies for our students. We were also able to 
purchase $200 in books using our Scholastic dollars, and teachers saved over $200 using book fair gift 
certificates. We truly appreciate the support you have shown our library! A HUGE “thank you” to the 
volunteers that came in early, stayed late, and counted numerous coins.   We could not host a book fair 
without you! 

 
Library News 
We are currently participating in our fall lessons in the library for Kindergarten through 2nd grade. Our 
upcoming units consist of a Thanksgiving lesson and activity for Kinder – 2nd grade students, and STEM 
projects for 3rd – 5th grade students. 
 
Upcoming Events 
Wall of Honor – We would like to honor the veterans in our lives by posting his/her picture in the main 
hallway at Baranoff. Please send in a picture with the veteran’s name, title, and relation to the Baranoff 
student by Wednesday, November 7th. Pictures will be returned to the families the beginning of December. 
Pictures can be sent to school through your student’s take home folder, in an envelope labeled c/o Angie 
Merriman. Please help us honor the veterans in our lives by participating in the Wall of Honor! 
 
Feast on Books Reading Contest 
The library is hosting a reading contest over the week of Thanksgiving break, November 17-24. Find your 
favorite books and read, students will record the minutes read, have a parent sign off, and return your 
reading log by Tuesday, November 27th. The student that has the most minutes recorded for Thanksgiving 
break will receive a giant Teddy Bear! If there is a tie, names will be placed in a drawing to determine the 
winner of the bear – Happy Reading! Reading logs will go home the middle of November! 
 
 
 
 
Gifted and Talented Program Information 
The Gifted and Talented committee will meet November 14, 2018 to review the Cogat scores and student 
portfolios.  Parents will be notified of the committee’s decisions by letter via the US Postal System.  Letters 
will be sent before Winter Break.  The kindergarten-2nd grade nomination process will begin in the spring 
semester. 
 
Simple Ways You Can Help Improve Attendance 
• Get your child to school on time, every day, and make sure homework assignments are completed on time. 
• Absences due to car trouble, a late bus, and bad weather are considered Unexcused and will go on your child's 

permanent record. 
• Extended vacations, long weekends, and frequent doctor appointments scheduled during school hours will cause 

your child to fall behind in class. 
• Being in school every day raises your child's chances for scoring well on important tests throughout the year. 
• Follow the proper school guidelines for reporting excused absences in a timely manner. 
• Allow your child to stay home only when he/she has a contagious illness or is too sick to be comfortable. 
• Make sure your child exercises, eats a balanced diet, and gets plenty of sleep. This will help him/her to be 

mentally and physically ready to learn, and strengthen the immune system. 
• Read all information sent home by the school. Post important dates on a family bulletin board or on the 

refrigerator. 
• Give your child enough time to get ready for school in the morning. Prepare lunches, pack school bags, and lay 

out clothing the night before. 
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ADVENTURES 

Library News 



 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Music  

 

 

 

As we move ahead in Music this year, we begin a new semester of discovery and learning in the month of 
November.  Each grade level will continue learning the musical building blocks that can be used to create, 
compose and experience music with movement, listening skills, and playing various games and 
instruments. 

In an effort to help our students become increasingly self-motivated and self – reflective, we felt like it was 
important to review participation and citizenship expectations. Below are the revised and expanded 
expectations for the music classroom. These charts are posted in each music classroom in an effort to be 
transparent and pro-active in our communication with students and families. 

Are Your Actions Noteworthy? 

    4  =        1.  I am consistently self-directed to the best musician I can be for this day.  
                  2.  I can consistently try to sing and participate in each activity as a leader or collaborator. 
                  3.  I can consistently continue work on and use my various musical skill sets. 
                  4.  Teachers/others will consistently see me modeling positive musical expectations.  3   =     1.  Frequently, I am self-directed to the best musician I can be for this day.  
                  2.  Frequently, I can try to sing and participate in each activity as a leader or collaborator. 
                  3.  Frequently, I can continue work on and use my various musical skill sets. 
    2 =         1.  Sometimes, I am self-directed to be the best musician I can be for this day.  
                  2.  Sometimes, I can try to sing and participate in each activity. 
    1  = 1.  Rarely am I able to get my work done, and collaborate with others. 
 

 

The Trailblazers and the Buffalo Chorale are gearing up for two performances in the next 8 weeks. 
 
Our next performance will be on November 8, 2018 at 6:30 pm in the Baranoff cafeteria. Students 
should arrive by 6:10 pm. We will celebrate “Singing in Our Neighborhood”. Students are 
encouraged to wear simply black and white clothing in an effort to represent musical notation. 
 
On December 6, 2018, our performance of “The Great Big Holiday Bake Off” will showcase at 
Baranoff. More details will be announced at a later date. 
 
We want to recognize the thirteen Fifth Grade members of Buffalo Chorale that were selected to 
participate in the All-City Choral Festival on October 30, 2018. They are:  Fiona Sobocinski, 
Elizabeth Yowell, Kimberly Wood, Lyla Annen, Ruby Blue, Ashley Dietz, Audri Harris, Abby Laine, 
Harper Maines, Grace McIntosh, Olivia Nanda, Isabella Reynosa, and Alexia Rodriguez! 

 

 
 



 

 
The Baranoff Counselors have just wrapped up our fall guidance lessons with Kindergarten, First and 
Second grades. See the chart below about the lessons/topics covered during these six lessons. We will return 
to those grades again in the spring after we get into the upper grade classrooms.	

 

Kindergarten First Second 

Magic Book of Feelings What if Kelso’s 9 ways to solve 
problems don’t work 

Bubble Gum Brain Book 

Fixed and Growth 
Mindset 

What’s the difference 
between big and small 
problems? 

Making good choices Learning from mistakes/ 
not giving up. 

Kelso’s 9 ways to solve small 
problems 

Eggbert  Understanding and 
accepting differences 

Simon’s Hook 

5 ways to help handle 
teasing 

Kelso’s way to solve big 
problems (Tell an adult) 

Sandpaper vs Velveteen words- 
talking to others 

Practicing ways to 
handle teasing 

Power of Yet Be Kind Change the world, one 
kind action at a time 

Mindfulness/Self 
Regulation 

Personal Safety Personal Safety Personal Safety 

 

 

The link below has some helpful information if you are thinking of bringing mindfulness home. 

https://www.mindful.org/5-ways-to-bring-mindfulness-home/	

	

 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER 
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